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mmmmm force violence, Mistrust Threaten Vote 



President Hamid 
Karzai has called for 
Nato to increase its 
forces in the country 
before national 
elections in 

September. 

Speaking in 

Washington ahead of 
a meeting with 
President Bush on 
Tuesday, Mr Karzai 
said he did not 
specifically ask the 
US to add to its 
20,000 troops. 

There are currently 
around 6,000 NATO 
troops in Kabul, and 
the alliance has 
pledged to expand 
into the provinces. 
But many NATO 


allies say their 
military capability is 
overstretched. 
Correspondents say 
some member 

countries are 

reluctant to provide 
equipment such as 
helicopters and 
planes. 

Mr. Karzai was 

elected by a loya 
jirga or grand council 
and is now seeking a 
popular mandate in 
the elections, which 
were originally 

planned to have 

been held in June. 
"To fulfill the 

promise that we 
have been made, we 
are hoping that 



Troops Kill Four 
Suspected Taliban 


KANDAHAR - 
[Government troops killed 
four suspected Taliban at a 
checkpoint in south, while 
two gunmen on a 
motorbike shot and 
wounded an administrator 
in the region's main city, 
officials said Tucsda> 

A rocket landed in 
downtown Kabul on 
Tuesday night next to 
the headquarters of the 
capital’s NATO-led 
peacekeepers and close 
to the US. Embassy. 
One Afghan was injured 
President Hamid Karzai 
met Tuesday in 
Washington with 

President Bush, who 
outlined security and 
cultural initiatives to help 
Afghanistan move 

toward peace and 
prosperity. 

Six men in a pickup truck 
failed to stop late 
Monday at the 
checkpoint in the Hazar 
Boosth area of Zabul 
province, 190 miles 
southwest of Kabul, Gov. 
Jan Mohammed Khan 
said. 

"Instead of stopping, 
they opened fire on the 
soldiers," sparking a gun 
battle, Khan told The 
Associated Press. 

Four of the men were 
killed and two taken into 
custody. The troops, who 
were unharmed, found 
ammunition and food in 
the vehicle. 

Khan said the men were 
Taliban, but didn't 
elaborate 

Hazar Boosth lies in 
Zabul's Daychopan 
district, a Taliban 

stronghold where the 
U S. military says it has 
killed more than 80 
militants since May 25 in 
the fiercest fighting in 
Afghanistan in almost a 


NATO will come to 
Afghanistan before 
the elections in 
September," he said 
at a news conference 
with Defense 

Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld at the spot 
where a hijacked 
plane hit the 
Pentagon on 11 
September 2001. 

But he did not make 
a specific request to 
the US for troops. 
"The United States is 
already busy in 
Afghanistan helping 
us in reconstruction, 
and helping us fight 
terrorism and helping 
us secure our 
borders," he said. 

Both Mr. Karzai and 
Mr. Rumsfeld said al- 
Qaeda leader Osama 
Bin Laden, thought to 
be hiding on the 
Afghanistan-Pakistan 
border, and would be 
caught eventually. 
"Has a fugitive run 
forever 7 No, at least 
not in my country," 
Mr Karzai said. "We 
will catch him one 
day, sooner or later." 

'AL-QAEDA 
DEPUTY' 
BLASTS US 



PLAN 


year. 

The motorcycle gunmen 
struck Tuesday in 
neighboring Kandahar 
province, seriously 
wounding Hamid Agha, 
the local government's 
head of refugee affairs, a 
military official said. 

Three of Agha's 
bodyguards were also 
wounded, provincial 
military commander 
Khan Mohammed said 
He said the attackers 
sped off and declined to 
speculate on why Agha 
was targeted. 

An explosion echoed 
across Kabul after 
nightfall. Reporters 
heard what sounded like 
a rocket overhead 
shortly before the 
detonation. 

A spokesman for 
international 
peacekeepers 
headquartered in the city 
had no immediate 
information on the 
location or cause of the 
explosion. 

Rockets are fired 
regularly into Afghan 
cities, including Kabul, as 
well as at American 
military bases around the 
country. They rarely hit 
their target or cause 
damage. 

Nearly 500 people have 
died in violence across 
the country so far this 
year. Many are victims of 
the stubborn Taliban-led 
insurgency. Others have 
died in factional and tribal 
fighting linked to the 
country's booming drug 
trade 


An audiotape 

purportedly of al- 
Qaeda's deputy leader 
condemning the US' 
plan for democratic 
reform in the Middle 
East has been 
broadcast on Arabic TV. 
In the recording, a voice 
said to belong to Ayman 
al-Zawahiri accuses the 
United States of trying to 
replace Arab 

governments. 

The tape, if authentic, 
would appear to be a 
response to backing for 
America’s vision at this 
week's summit of leading 
industrialized nations. 

It was aired by Al-Arabiya 
channel. 

The speaker on the tape 
says America has nothing 
to do with reform. 

"The truth of what it is 
seeking is to replace the 
current regimes with new 
regimes. The human 
rights they are advocating 
are the rights of the 
criminal to the humiliation 
of the Muslim." 

The voice adds that 
American reforms could 
never achieve 

independence or pride for 
Arabs. 

"The true reform begins 
from within us. It begins 
by planting the will of 
resistance in our hearts 
and the hearts of our 
children and coming 
generations." 

Egyptian in origin, Ayman 
al-Zawahri is believed to 
serve as Osama Bin 
Laden's spiritual adviser, 
and doctor. 

He is also an architect of 
the al-Qaeda ideology. 

The last broadcasted tape 
said to come from Mr al- 
Zawahri, in which he 
called for the overthrow of 
Pakistani President Pervez 
Musharraf, was aired by 
al-Jazeera network on 25 
March . 


KHWAJA OMRI - 
A voter ID card in one 
hand, an infant 
clasped with the other. 
Kim Kha gives a coy 
smile when asked how 
she will vote in 
Afghanistan's historic 
national elections. 

"It's my choice. I'll 
see," said the 45-year- 
old mother of nine, 
perched on a school 
bench in this village of 
southeastern Ghazni 
province, 80 miles 
from Kabul. "Everyone 
can make their own 
decision " 

Officials at impromptu 
registration sites are 
scrambling to sign up 
millions of Afghans for 
a September vote 

supposed to cement 
an era of peace after 
the disasters of Soviet 
occupation, civil war 
and Taliban rule. 

Many are enthused by 
the chance to choose 
their leaders. About 
eight challengers to 
front-running President 
Hamid Karzai have 
emerged, along with a 
slew of new political 
parties. 

But there is growing 
concern that border 
lands where Taliban 
still roam will be left 
out — and that 
intolerant warlords will 
tighten their grip on 
power in a country 
U S. officials champion 
as a model of 
moderate Islamic 
democracy. 

Places like Ghazni are 
crucial. 

U.N. teams have 
registered just one- 

quarter of the 
province's 200,000 
people Almost all are 
in the capital, Ghazni 
city, which is 

comparatively safe 
with U S. and Afghan 
military bases Only 

now are officials 
edging out into the 
countryside 
Khwaja Omri, a 40- 


minute drive north 
along a rocky track, is 
a small success Here 
live ethnic Hazaras, 
like Kha. as well as 
Tajik and Pashtun 
communities. All three 
groups worry that 
failing to register could 

dilute their local 

influence 

But to the south and 
west begin the 

heartland of the 
Taliban's ethnic 

Pashtun kinsmen — 
and the most 

intractable problems 
the U S.-backed Karzai 
faces in carrying out a 
free and successful 
election: conservative 
traditions, insurgent 
violence and popular 
resentment toward a 
government which has 
brought little help. 
Michael Greub, a 
Swiss U N. official, sits 
edgily in the 
sandbagged electoral 
office in Ghazni city. 
He insists Pashtun 
elders are keen on the 
vote but acknowledges 
his teams may never 
be able to enter "high- 
danger" areas 
Leaflets were 

distributed in three 


millions in aid will 
make it easier for 
registrars to work in 
rural areas. 

But the 20,000-strong 
force has been unable 
to prevent a string of 
attacks on electoral 
staff. ' 

Two British U.N. 
contractors were fatally 
shot in eastern 
Afghanistan in May. 
This month, convoys of 
U.N. and Afghan 
officials were 

ambushed in two 
provinces neighboring 
Ghazni. No one was 
injured. 

Further south, 

registration has 

reached only the 
heavily protected 
capitals of Uruzgan 
and Zabul provinces, 
where mountain 

clashes between 
Taliban rebels and 
U.S.-led forces 

recently left more than 
80 militants dead 
The result is that only 
13 percent of the 
registered so far are 
from the nine 
provinces of the south 
and southeast, 

according to U.N. 
statistics. Traditional 



Pashtun districts last 
month denouncing 
Karzai as an American 
puppet and anyone 
wanting to vote as a 
"kafir" — an 
unbeliever. 

The American military 
insists stepped up 
patrolling and a 
"hearts-and-minds" 
campaign involving 


reluctance to let 
women out of the 
house let alone 
dabble in politics — 
means female 

registration also lags. 
Holding the planned 
presidential and 

parliamentary elections 
in such conditions 
could alienate Pashtun 
tribes, who are already 


frustrated by snail- 
paced reconstruction 
and the prominence of 
northern warlords in 
Karzai's government. 
"Much rides on 

providing unsafe areas 
of the south with an 
equal opportunity to 
participate in the 

electoral process," the 
top U.N. envoy in 
Afghanistan, Jean 
Arnault, told the 

Security Council last 
month. 

The world body is also 
concerned that faction 
leaders will use their 
guns and wealth — 
partly derived from 

Afghanistan's booming 
narcotics trade — to 
bully voters into 
legitimizing their 
power. 

A plan to disarm 40 
percent of the 

country's irregular 
fighters by the end of 
this 1 month looks 
hopelessly behind 
schedule. 

The U.N. has declined 
to state clearly at what 
point free and fair 
elections would 

become impossible. 
Neither the 

government nor the 
international 
community has said 
openly that they 
fbresee another delay 
in the vote, which was 
originally scheduled for 
June, but that is still a 
distinct possibility. 

In the meantime, both 
have begun lowering 
the threshold for what 
they would consider an 
acceptable climate for 
the vote. 

A U.N. spokesman 
said last month that 
the total number of 
eligible voters may be 
something over 9 
million — down from 
an initial goal of 10.5 
million. No census has 
been carried out in the 
country since 1979, 
but the population has 
been estimated at 24 
million. 

Only 3.5 million 
people, one-third of 
them women, have 
signed up so far But 
officials say they are still 
aiming to hold the vote 
in late September. The 
exact date has not been 
set. 

Karzai, himself a 
Pashtun, said in the 
spring that near- 
complete registration 
was needed to keep the 
vote credible. But he 
told reporters before 
leaving for the United 
States last week that 
signing up 6-7 million 
people would be 
enough. 

"If it is evenly distributed 
around the country it 
will be the best thing," 
Karzai said, before 
adding "The election is 
a must" 









When the lights go off there is only 
darkness around an actor and it is 
that darkness all actors fear 
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HIV/ 


THE DARKNESS THAT 
ALL ACTORS FEAR 


surface that recognizes and binds only 
with specific structures found on the 
outer surface of certain cells. HIV 
attacks any cell that has this binding 
structure. White blood cells of the 
immune system known as “T” cells are 
specifically vulnerable to HIV attack. 


No medical treatment had been 
developed to completely eradicate HIV 
from the body, once it has integrated 
into human cells. A carrier to another 
person could transmit HIV through 
sexual intercourse. Blood transfusion 
is another way of transmitting HIV. A 
baby in the womb of a childbearing 
woman with HIV virus could be 
infected by the same and lastly 
breastfeeding infected mother could 
inevitably exterminate the same virus 
to her child. However HIV virus could 
not contaminate a non-carrier without 
direct contact, such as shaking hands, 
kissing sharing dishes and using any 
kind of facilities or tools that a carrier 
had used. Further, it could not be 
conveyed from the sneezing or 
coughing of a carrier. In view of the 
fact that it differs from other existing 
viruses: the virus dies when exposed to 
environment. 


Being a Bollywood star expressed a desire to 
is a roller-coaster ride, meet me. 

One moment you are I must confess I felt very 
on doud nine, and the nervous and anxious when 
next, the spotlight may I entered the hpspital. 
have shifted from you. What should I say? What 
In her latest column for should I do to make her 
BBC News Online, feel better? I was still 
Preity Zinta writes on juggling all these thoughts 
how important it is to when I saw her pale face 
be level-headed about come alive with the most 
stardom. precious smile. 

Karl Marx said religion is Two weeks later she 
the opium of the masses, passed away but the 
But in India, movies are memory of her smile is 
religion. And only in India alive in my heart. Dear 
do gods have competition God, thank you for making 
from actors and, yes, me feel so close to you. 
cricketers. Thank you for giving me 

I had a glimpse of the the gift of bringing a smile 

power of the moving to someone's face, 
image and actors very If there are emotional 
early in my life. encounters then there are 

There was a mythological fenny ones also, 
television serial on the Once a couple came up to 
Hindu epic Ramayana me and said their child 
which was a huge hit in was my "biggest fan" and 
the 1980s. was dying to take a photo 

People from neighboring with me. 
villages would descend on I soon found out that my 
our farm home to catch "biggest fan" was their li¬ 
the soap religiously. Every month-old baby, who had 
Sunday morning had a set possibly not even leamt to 
timetable. recognize his parents. I 

At 0830 sharp, people had an ear to ear grin in 
would arrive, greet my that family photograph, 
grandparents, take off The flip side 
their shoes, step towards The actor's hold over 
the television set and bow popular imagination in 
in front of it as they would India is immense. They 
to a deity. can draw in the crowds at 

At 0900 all eyes would te the drop of a hat. That is 
glued to the tally as they wfry you see our political 
sat in pin drop silence and parties wooing actors to 
experienced God. join their ranks or 

Blasphemous campaign for them during 

One day I overheard some elections, 
family friends tell my Recently we had a couple 
grandparents how the of actors who decided to 
actress who played Sita, contest the elections. It 
the pious wife of Lord came as no surprise that 


Bf: Mai Jemette 1/LA.NI in 1981 amongst homosexual in New 

•AIDS (Acquired Immunodeficiency York and California. AIDS virus grew 
Syndrome is a human viral disease amongst heterosexual populace in 

that weakens body's ability to defend Africa. AIDS quickly developed 
itself from diseases. In human it is worldwide. It is detected in United 
caused by Human Immunodeficiency States, Europe and Asia. About 95% of 
Virus (HIV). Scientists have the HIV infected people lives in 
determined that HIV originated developing countries. About 200-300 
around 1930 in rural areas of Central men and women were registered as 
Africa. The virus was present there for AIDS contaminated in Afghanistan, 
many years in particular 

communities. It did not spread HIV/ AIDS has increased in 
because of the less contact of these Afghanistan after the collapse of 
people with the members of other Taliban regime. Freedom in the cities 
communities. In 1960-1970, the increased prostitution. Recently AIDS 
drought and famine forced many killed a 45 years old man along with 


Without any medical intervention, in a 
period of one to three weeks alter being 
infected with HIV. people develops 
flue, fever, sore throat, headaches and 
skin rashes, a tender lymph nodes 
and a vague feeling of discomfort as a 
symptoms. 


The ministry of health should take 
positive steps to control AIDS. They 
should make films, dramas, publish 
posters with pictures and make some 
talk shows on TV’s and Radios about 
Aids. 


releasing some findings 

p- ,*• as he goes along. 

^ *** The us military 

JA' spokesman in 

B 'Wjiy It- Jy Afghanistan, Lieutenant 

s>> Mm* Colonel Tucker 

MR . '4. JpF Mansagar, said these 
* ft were bein 9 evaluated 

jFBik . 4 “ •’ and some of them 

I ,Jf. acted upon as they 

1 % 4 were made known. He 

would not give further 

The United States months. used on detainees will 

military says it is The allegations, made remain classified, 
altering procedures by ex-detainees and The detainees have 
at its detention organizations such as been held in the course 
centers in Human Rights Watch, of US led efforts to 

Afghanistan after a accuse US forces of hunt down Taleban and 
review of the using tactics such as al-Qaeda rebels, 
country's prisons. sleep deprivation, Colonel Mansagar 
A spokesman declined beatings, sexual abuse previously said all of 
to give details, but said and prolonged them were being 

they were being made exposure to cold. treated in accordance 

ahead of the release of Five deaths in with the Geneva 
an interim report by a detention are being Conventions, 
top army general. investigated He has however also 

The review of around separately. said that they have no 

20 US detention Evaluation automatic right to such 

centers was ordered The review is being treatment, as the US 
last month. carried out by US regards them as 

It followed allegations General Charles unlawful combatants - 

of abuse similar to Jacoby, and is due out the phrase also applied 
those which have come soon. to many prisoners at 

to light in Iraq in recent But he has been Guantanamo Bay. 


There has been more violence in 
the country as President Karzai 
visits the United States. 

The head of the government’s refugee 
department in the southern province of 
Kandahar has been shot dead. 

Reports from Kandahar suggest Hamid 
Agha was shot outside his home by 
gunmen on a motorbike. At least two 
of his bodyguards were also shot. 

And in Kabul one person was hurt in a 
rocket attack seemingly targeted at 
key military and diplomatic 
installations. 

The attacks came amid a perceptible 
increase in violence as Afghanistan 
prepares for elections scheduled for 
September. 

It is not known why Mr. Agha, the local 
Kandahar government's head of 
refugee affairs, was targeted. 

Kandahar is a former stronghold of the 
ousted Taleban rulers who are now 
waging an insurgency in this and 
neighboring provinces. 

In Kabul, staff of the NATO-led 
peacekeeping force ISAF told the BBC 
a rocket had landed just outside the 
force's perimeter fence. 

The US embassy, the Afghan 
intelligence directorate and the Kabul 
garrison are all close by. 

The garrison's chief of staff said the 
lOVmm rocket would have been fired 
from between 10 and 20km away. 

Such attacks are not rare in Kabul, but 
this one coincided with a heightened 
state of alert here and the cordoning 
off of some key business areas of the 


city centre 
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